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Ambiguous “Wild” in the Case of the Reintroduction Project
of the Oriental White Stork

KIKUCHI Naoki

University of Hyogo/Hyogo Prefectural Homeland for the Oriental White Stork
128 Shou-unji, Toyooka, Hyogo, 668-0814, JAPAN

The reintroduction project of the oriental white stork carried out in Tajima region,
the northern part of Hyogo prefecture, Japan, moved forward a step when the second
generation of released storks came into the world. A “reintroduction into the wild” proj-
ect can be regarded as any project where humans, intentionally or deliberately, force ani-
mals in captivity back into their natural habitat. However, the definition of “wild” is
left vague, and the nature of human involvement in the projects has not been adequately
discussed, either. There seems to be an inconsistency in the interpretation of the term
“wild” among people who are actively involved in such projects and the necessity of feed-
ing the oriental white storks in wild is sometimes under dispute. It is inevitable that the
standard of value and recognition of the state of the project will vary with a reintroduc-
tion project such as the case of the oriental white stork. To arrive at mutual consent by
all parties concerned, a sketched outline of the project, which demonstrates how progress
should be evaluated, how people should be involved, and how the reintroduction project
should proceed, is needed.

The term “wild” is to be conceptualized, in this paper, by measuring how much the
animal is relevant to humans’ activities. This concept is expressed in the diagram show-
ing to what extent humans are controlling the animal on the horizontal axis, and how
valuable the animal is to human society on the vertical axis. The relationship between
animals and humans is represented as a process of domestication and of “going back to
the wild”. According to its balance, it is placed in the respective quadrant.

When reconsidering the project with the aid of the abovementioned diagram, it is
clear that an animal can be seen as going back and forth between “going back to the
wild” and “domestication”, instead of going solely in the direction of, “going back to the
wild”.

It is evident, that what is needed is a system that brings together the various theo-
ries, values, and emotions regarding the term “wild”, through a continuous process of
trial and error, and that continuously visualizes the future of the region, and sets a com-
mon objective for the various groups involved. To this end, the necessary role of the en-
vironmental sociologist is highlighted.

Keywords: wild, the oriental white stork, reintroduction project, going back in the wild and
domestication, feeding
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